
Understanding the Republic 

A. Search Question: What did the ancient Romans value in their government? 

1. KNOWLEDGE: Visit  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/romans/city_of_rome/ 

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/romans/government/index.htm 

http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/worldhistory/introancientrome1.htm 

 

a. What is a republic?  

b. From what type of government did the Roman republic grow? 

 

2. APPLICATION: Visit 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/romans/city_of_rome 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Republic 

 

a. How do we know the Rome of Julius Caesar’s day was a republic? 

 

3. Challenge—ANALYSIS: Ask your teacher for a good website to visit about 

American government. Compare the basic facts of the American republic to the 

ancient Roman republic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Julius Caesar: A Differentiated Approach © 2010 Lyn Fairchild Hawks 
 



Understanding Roman Values 

B. Search Question: What did ancient Romans value in individuals? 

 
 

1. ANALYSIS: Visit three or more of the sites listed.  

a. Regarding suicide: 

http://internetshakespeare.uvic.ca/Library/SLT/ideas/suicide1.html 

b. Regarding Stoicism and Epicureanism: 

http://internetshakespeare.uvic.ca/Library/SLT/history/brutus+1.html 

c. Regarding stars and omens: 

http://internetshakespeare.uvic.ca/Library/SLT/plays/stars.html 

d. Ambition and other political values:  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/empire_01.shtml 

e. Paradoxical values: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/empire_01.shtml 

 

Understanding Julius Caesar 

C. Search Question: Why was Julius Caesar considered a hero? 

1. ANALYSIS: Visit three or more of the sites listed. 

• http://ancienthistory.about.com/od/caesar1/a/Caesar_3.htm  

• http://ancienthistory.about.com/od/caesar1/a/Caesar_2.htm  

• http://ancienthistory.about.com/od/caesar1/a/Caesar.htm 

• http://www.roman-empire.net/republic/caesar-index.html 

• http://ancienthistory.about.com/cs/caesarjulius/a/caesartriumvir.htm 

• http://ancienthistory.about.com/od/romehistory/ss/RomanEras_2.htm 
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• http://ancienthistory.about.com/library/bl/bl_pennellhistoryofrome33.htm 

• http://ancienthistory.about.com/library/bl/bl_pennellhistoryofrome34.htm#XXXI

V   

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/caesar_julius.shtml 

2. Bonus Search Question, A or B: EVALUATION: Visit 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/romans/invasion.shtml. Search question: How do 

you define the word failure? Would you consider this event in Julius Caesar’s life 

a failure? Why or why not?  

3. SYNTHESIS & EVALUATION: Search question: If you were to write a new 

biography of Caesar in a timeline that highlights his most important political and 

leadership accomplishments, what would those accomplishments be? Identify 

your criteria for “important.” 

4. EVALUATION: Search question: Which accomplishments of Caesar show the 

big ideas of glory, caprice, deception, and power? When you match an 

accomplishment to a big idea, make a statement that expresses “Caesar’s big 

idea”—the essential understanding, or what we learn about that concept.  

 

 


