
Act 1, The Scholar’s Seat: Analyzing the Character of Caesar 

Take a seat, don your scholar’s cap for a spell, and analyze the character of 

Caesar. This activity is good preparation for teaching your students the elements of 

characterization.   

Critics’ Choice:  

Critics disagree on Caesar’s identity. Examine what Harold Bloom and Laurie E. 

Maguire argue below. 

 “Though sometimes silly, even fatuous, Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar is an immensely 

sympathetic character, benign yet dangerous. He is, of course, self-centered, and always 

conscious of being Caesar, perhaps even sensing his deification in advance. And though 

he can be very blind, his estimate of Cassius shows him to be the best analyst of another 

human being in all of Shakespeare . . . ” (Bloom 106) 

 “As Ralph Berry points out (1981:328), in the world of Caesar the actor has become 

frozen in his role, not a man but a statue: Caesar ‘doth bestride the narrow world/Like a 

Colossus’ (1.2.135–6). Caesar is not the only ossified figure in the play, but he is the 

most problematic, for this republican world is suspicious of rulers who are elevated to 

statuesque deities.” (Maguire 104) 

Find a passage in the play that defends either argument, or find one that helps you build 

an entirely different argument. Record the act, scene, and verse numbers below. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Which Caesar is it: complex like an ordinary man or concrete like a statuary 

legend? 

2. If you agree that Caesar is ossified, just how ossified is he? 
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3. What are Caesar’s greatest virtues and his greatest flaws? 

4. Do you find him heroic? Why or why not? 

5. Is he a victim of a PR campaign that has turned on him? Is he a blundering 

narcissist who ignores the signs handed to him? Is he the victor in this setting by 

living and dying like a legend and enjoying hagiography?  

Character Choice: 

Which character is your favorite and which is your least favorite in the play? Select two 

characters and identify key aspects of their personalities below. Use a version of the 

Character Diagram your students will use. Think of the six aspects of character and how 

they intersect.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


