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Rubric for ELL and NOV 

CRITERIA/ 
READINESS LEVEL 

ELL, Tier 1 ELL, Tier 2 NOV, Tier 1 NOV, Tier 2 

Character Analysis Writing demonstrates 
one of the following:  
-- a character trait is 
implied 
-- details reference at 
least one of six aspects 
of character 
(physicality, actions, 
speech, etc.) 
-- commentary may 
repeat but not explain 
detail 

Writing demonstrates 
two of the following:  
-- a character trait is 
named 
-- details reference 
one or more of six 
aspects of character  
-- commentary 
explains some detail 
but perhaps not in 
light of traits 

Writing demonstrates 
one of the following:  
-- a character trait is 
implied  
-- details reference at 
least one of six 
aspects of character  
-- commentary may 
repeat but not explain 
some detail 

Writing demonstrates 
two of the following:  
-- a character trait is 
named 
-- details reference 
multiple aspects of 
character  
-- commentary 
explains some detail 
in light of traits 

Organization, Voice, 
and Style 

Writing demonstrates 
one of the following:  
-- attempt at topic 
sentence or 
commentary on details 
-- attempt at 
supporting detail 
 

Demonstrates one or 
more of the 
following:  
-- clear or summative 
topic sentence  
-- some effective 
supporting details 
-- commentary on 
details  
-- some unity in voice
-- mastery of new 
vocabulary and 
syntax 

Writing demonstrates 
one of the following:  
-- attempt at topic 
sentence or 
commentary on 
details 
-- attempt at 
supporting detail 
 

Writing demonstrates 
two or more of the 
following:  
-- clear or summative 
topic sentence  
-- some effective 
supporting details with 
efforts to quote or 
paraphrase 
-- commentary on 
details  
-- some unity in voice, 
tone, or style 
-- mastery of new 
vocabulary and syntax 
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Rubric for OT and ADV 

CRITERIA/ 
READINESS LEVEL 

OT, Tier 1 OT, Tier 2 ADV, Tier 1 ADV, Tier 2 

Character Analysis Writing demonstrates two 
of the following:  
-- topic sentence identifies 
at least one character trait 
-- details support character 
trait(s) 
-- commentary justifies 
some detail 

Demonstrates two of the 
following:  
--  topic sentence 
identifies at least one 
character trait 
-- details support 
character trait(s) 
-- commentary justifies 
and links most details to 
traits 

Demonstrates two of the 
following:  
-- topic sentence analyzes 
character traits   
-- details represent several 
aspects of character  
-- commentary justifies 
details  
-- commentary explains 
motivations and character 
relationships 

Demonstrates all three:  
-- topic sentence analyzes 
and evaluates complex 
character traits 
-- analysis uniquely 
portrays character, 
synthesizing a rich variety 
of aspects 
-- commentary justifies 
details 
-- commentary probes and 
explains motivations and 
character relationships 

Organization, Voice, 
and Style 

Demonstrates two of the 
following:  
-- clear and summative 
topic sentence  
-- some effective 
supporting details with 
efforts to quote and 
paraphrases 
-- commentary on details  
-- explanation of context 
for details 
-- signs of unity in voice, 
tone, or style 
-- mastery of new 
vocabulary and syntax 

Demonstrates two or 
more of the following:  
-- clear and summative 
topic sentence  
-- mostly effective 
supporting details, quoted 
and paraphrased 
-- commentary on details 
using attempts at 
transitions 
-- explanation of context 
for details 
-- signs of unity and 
strength in voice, tone, or 
style 
-- mastery of new 
vocabulary and syntax 

Demonstrates three or 
more of the following: 
-- clear and summative 
topic sentence  
-- effective supporting 
details, quoted and 
paraphrased 
-- commentary on details 
using effective transitions 
-- explanation of context 
for details 
-- strong voice, tone, or 
style 
-- mastery of new 
vocabulary and syntax 

Demonstrates three or 
more of the following: 
-- clear, summative, and 
precise topic sentence 
-- rich supporting detail 
balanced with paraphrase 
and quotation, all  cited 
properly  
-- commentary on details 
using effective transitions 
-- explanation of context 
for details, connecting to 
other scenes 
-- unified and strong voice, 
tone, and style 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


